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Course Description: Music study at the Grade 9 level is intended to develop students’ understanding and 
appreciation of music through a focus on practical skills and creative work. Students will find in music a 
source of enjoyment and personal satisfaction and will gain creative problem-solving skills, individual and 
cooperative work habits, knowledge of themselves and others, a sense of personal responsibility, and 
connections to their communities and future careers. 

Students develop their awareness of the elements of music (pitch – melody, harmony, and tonality; 
duration – beat, metre, rhythm, and tempo; dynamics and other expressive controls; timbre; texture; and 
form) and apply them to create and perform works that are related to their personal interest and 
experience. Students also refer to the elements of music when reviewing, evaluating, and reflecting and 
commenting on their own and others’ creative work. 

Performance technique and an understanding of theory are of major importance for music students and 
are repeated in the expectations for this course. Through informal presentations and more formal 
performances, students not only develop their technique but also use music to communicate their 
aesthetic and personal values. By experiencing, analysing, and commenting on the performances of 
others, students enhance their understanding of the values of other musicians and cultures. 

Course Overview:
Units / Strands Overall Expectations

Creating and Performing
Creative work involves the practical application of 
skills and knowledge of theory as they relate to 
performance and composition. Students will 
perform, individually and in ensembles (e.g., using 
voice, band instruments, string instruments, guitar, 
keyboards, or other performance media). They will 
perform notated or improvised music and 
compose or arrange music, demonstrating 
technical skills and applying current digital 
technologies where appropriate. 

Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing
Using the critical analysis process to analyse and 
reflect on different types of music enables 
students to develop a deeper understanding of 
themselves and the communities in which they 
live. Analysis involves listening to live or recorded 
performances from a range of cultures to 
understand the language of music, its historical 
and cultural context, and how effectively its 
composers and performers communicate to their 
audience. Students also explore how music 
reflects and affects the societies in which it was 
created. 

Foundations
This strand involves learning the symbols, 
concepts, and conventions used in music. 
Students also develop the vocabulary necessary 
for discussing and evaluating music. This 
foundational study helps them understand and 
appreciate different musical forms as well as 
ethical issues and musical etiquette.



Code of Conduct / Classroom Expectations:
It is expected that all students adhere to Centennial Secondary School’s Code of Conduct, Dress Code 
and classroom expectations. 
It is also expected that all instrumental music students will adhere to the Centennial Secondary School 
Music Department – Instrument Loan and Care Agreement.
At Centennial, we believe in Student Success. Extra Help options for this class include: teacher help 
before school or at lunch, peer assistance, private lessons outside of school, etc.

Student Responsibility for Learning / Assessment and Evaluations
It is your responsibility to provide a complete body of evidence of your learning in this course. You demonstrate 
responsibility for learning when you complete assigned work to the best of your ability and show continued growth in 
learning skills, work habits, and character attributes. 
Learning Skills and Work Habits 

Responsibility Organizations Independent Work
Arrive to class on time prepared to 
actively participate in class 
Complete and submit assigned 
work 
Ask for work when you are absent 
Use personal communication 
devices at appropriate times

Establish priorities 
Have a system to manage timelines 
and due dates 
Maintain course materials in an 
orderly manner

Use class time appropriately 
Follow instructions with minimal 
supervision 
Focus on the learning goal 

Collaboration Initiative Self-regulation
Respond positively to the ideas, 
values, and traditions of others 
Share information, resources and 
expertise 
Help the group reach the learning 
goal 

Seek help when required 
Demonstrate an interest in learning 
Have a positive attitude 
Make up work when you are absent 
Assist others when appropriate

Check for understanding before 
starting learning tasks 
Set and monitor your progress 
toward the learning goal(s) 
Persevere 
Respond to descriptive feedback

Assignment Completion 
It is expected that you will demonstrate the learning skills and work habits by completing all assigned work by the due 
dates. If you determine that you will be unable to meet the assignment deadline, you are expected to communicate 
with your teacher as soon as possible to establish a plan to complete the work. In the event that you do not submit an 
assignment on the due date your teacher may: 
• support you in completing the assigned task, and/or help you to develop strategies to complete future assignments 
on time. 

The teacher may assign productive, supportive and meaningful consequences, such as: 
• contacting your parents; 
• making arrangements to complete the assignment at an alternate time / location; 
• conducting a problem-solving conference with you; 
• referring you to the Student Success Teacher or Team; 
• providing an alternate assignment; 
• deducting marks; determining that you’ve lost the opportunity to complete the assignment. 
Academic Honesty 
It is expected that you will demonstrate the learning skills and work habits and the character attributes of 
trustworthiness and integrity. During all learning activities and assessment opportunities, you must complete your own 
work and document the use of all resources appropriately. 
Breaches of academic honesty may include, but are not limited to the following: 
plagiarism, copying, improper citation, misrepresenting effort, collaborating inappropriately, sabotaging the work of 
others, damaging or stealing source material, misuse of communication technologies 
Productive, supportive and meaningful consequences for academic dishonesty may include: 
• contacting your parents; 
• making arrangements to complete the assignment at an alternate time / location; 
• conducting a problem-solving conference with you; 
• a review of academic honesty policies; completing an assignment to learn about academic honesty; 
• providing an alternate assignment; 
• deducting marks; determining that you’ve lost the opportunity to complete the assignment; 
• referring you to the school administration; 
• other consequences (including suspension) as determined by the principal




