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September 8, 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
Re: HPE Public Health partners with school boards to offer COVID-19 immunization clinics  
 
As students return to in-person learning, we thank everyone who has made the important choice 
to get vaccinated against COVID-19. Having a high vaccination rate in the community will help 
protect residents. However, currently only 57% of local students aged 12-17 years of age are fully 
vaccinated. Increasing vaccination rates among this age group is critical to keep students, and the 
rest of the community, as safe as possible as we move into the fall.  

Hastings Prince Edward Public Health (HPEPH) strongly recommends that everyone who is 
eligible, gets fully vaccinated to protect against serious effects of COVID-19.   

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics in Schools 
To make it as easy as possible for students—as well as others in your household—to access the 
vaccine, HPEPH is partnering with local school boards to offer COVID-19 vaccination clinics in 
select schools. Clinics will offer first and second doses to students, and other members of the 
students’ household.  

To be eligible: 

• Individuals must turn 12 or older in 2021 and attend either the secondary school or 
elementary school that feeds into the secondary school. 

• For anyone receiving a second dose: 
o 21+ days must have passed since the first dose of a Pfizer vaccine; or 
o 28+ days must have passed since the first dose of a Moderna vaccine. 

• Individuals between the ages of 12-17 are only eligible to receive the Pfizer vaccine.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Dates, Times and Locations for School Vaccination Clinics 
(unless otherwise noted, clinic hours are as follows) 

 
• 11:00 AM – 2:30 PM: For secondary school students and staff  
• 3:00 PM – 6:30 PM: For elementary school students, staff and household members  

of all elementary and secondary school students 
 
September 9: Central Hastings School and North Hastings High School  
September 10: Marc Garneau (11:00 AM – 3:00 PM only) 
September 13: St. Paul’s Secondary School and Nicholson Catholic College 
September 14: Bayside Secondary School and St. Theresa’s Secondary School 
September 15: Eastside Secondary School and Trenton High School (starts at 12:00 PM)  
September 16: Centennial Secondary School and Prince Edward Collegiate Institute 
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Supporting your child as they receive the COVID-19 vaccine is important. The vaccine not only 
protects your child, but also protects those around them. Getting fully vaccinated is essential to 
help our schools remain as safe as possible for in-person learning. As an additional benefit, based 
on current guidance, individuals who are fully vaccinated (14 days or more following the second 
dose), and are symptom free, are not required to self-isolate if they are identified as a close 
contact of a COVID-19-positive individual. This means that if the student in your home is fully 
vaccinated and does not have symptoms, they will be permitted to continue to attend school, even 
if someone in their cohort tests positive for the virus. 

COVID-19 vaccines are only provided with informed consent. In Ontario, there is no age 
restriction for people to provide informed consent and make medical decisions on their own. 
Consent for COVID-19 vaccinations can be provided by anyone who is eligible and who is 
capable of providing consent, including those 12 to 17 years of age. Informed consent means an 
individual understands the treatment, why it is being recommended, and the possible risks and/or 
benefits if they accept or refuse the treatment. It is the role of the health care provider to 
determine if their patient is capable of consenting to treatment. This is a regular and routine 
process that health providers undertake before performing any medical procedure.  

If a student is incapable of consenting to receiving the vaccine, consent would then need to be 
provided from their substitute decision-maker, such as their parent or legal guardian.  

The health care provider, school and household must respect a young person’s decision 
regarding vaccination. COVID-19 vaccination is voluntary for anyone eligible in Ontario. 

To learn more, please review the following information with your student: 

• COVID-19 Vaccine Information Sheet: For Youth (age 12-17)  
• What youth need to know about their COVID-19 vaccine appointment 
• COVID-19 Vaccine Consent Form (please note: your child/teen should review and 

understand this form but does not need to provide it at the school vaccination clinic to 
receive a vaccination. Verbal consent will be requested, and the student will be provided 
with the opportunity to ask questions and seek clarification.  

If your student is not capable of consenting to receive the vaccine, please complete the consent 
form and return it to your child’s school.  

If you prefer to have your child vaccinated in the community, you can book an appointment with 
Public Health or walk-in to a Public Health Clinic, contact a local participating pharmacy or contact 
your health are provider. For more information about options available to get your COVID-19 
vaccine, please visit https://hpepublichealth.ca.  

Thank you for your continued efforts to keep local schools, and the greater community, as safe as 
possible. 

 
Hastings Prince Edward Public Health 

Hepatitis B, HPV and Meningococcal Catch-up Clinics for Students 

Staying up-to-date with other childhood and youth vaccinations remains essential to protect your 
student from illness. Throughout the 2021-2022 school year, HPEPH will schedule catch-up clinics in 
the community to offer Hepatitis B, HPV and the meningococcal vaccines to students born in 2007, 
2008 and 2009. Dates and locations will be provided as soon as they are available.  
 

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_information_sheet_youth.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_what_youth_need_to_know.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_consent_form_youth.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_consent_form_youth.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_consent_form_youth.pdf
https://hpepublichealth.ca./

