
MLA ‘In-Text’ Citations
You must not only indicate what works you used in writing a paper in the Works Cited, but also

exactly where you located specific material that must be accredited to one of the sources.  This

credit can be shown through the use of an ‘in-text’ citation.  The information in your ‘in-text’

citation must match the corresponding information in the entries in your Works Cited .

WHAT MUST BE INCLUDED IN AN ‘IN-TEXT’ CITATION?

• Be BRIEF. Use only enough information to clearly identify the source

 º author’s last name and page #       (Smith 44).

• There should be no punctuation between the same and the page, just a space

• If there is more than one author with the same last name, include the initial (L. Smith 44).

• If there is more than one article by one author put a comma after the author’s name and add

the title of the work (if brief) or a shortened version that clearly identifies the source (Frye,

Double Vision 85).

• If the source has two or three authors, include all of the names - (Smith, Jones and Green 17).  

      

• If the source has more than three authors, include et al. (Smith et al. 75).

• You may omit the page number(s) if:

• the source is one page long

• you cite a compete work

• the source is arranged alphabetically (like encyclopedias)

• the source is non print

• You may omit the author if you have already given his name in the text

Tannen has argued this point (178-85)

This point has already be argued (Tannen 178-85)

WHERE SHOULD AN ‘IN-TEXT’ CITATION BE PLACED?

• To avoid interrupting the flow of your writing, place the parenthetical reference where a

pause would naturally occur (preferably at the end of a sentence), as near as possible to the

material being documented.  The parenthetical reference precedes the punctuation mark that

concludes the sentence, clause or phrase containing the borrowed material.

Repetitive strain injury, or RSI, is reported to be the fastest growing occupational hazard of

the computer age (Taylor A1).

• If you quote more than once from the same page within a single paragraph and no quotation

from another source intervenes, you may give a single parenthetical reference after the last

quotation. 

The above information is based on The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6th edition).  Check this book for types of

material not explained here.


